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THE WTO’S HEADLONG RUSH

As 2011 begins, a new food crisis is imminent. One
of the reasons cited for the popular uprisings in the
Arab world is hunger. Some will say that it is a
blessing in disguise. But with the rising commodity
prices on the world market, the spectre of the 2008
riots has risen its ugly head. 

The food crises, like the recent economic and finan-
cial ones or even the environmental crisis, have very
complex causes. Nonetheless, many informed
observers attribute a large share of the responsi-
bility for these threats to the future of humanity to

deregulation and the free market obsession advocated since the 1980s.

For the United Nations Special Rapporteur on the right to food, Olivier
De Schutter, the fundamental problem for countries in which people go
hungry is their dependence on imports. The opening of their agricul-
tural markets and the adoption of export agriculture have destroyed their
subsistence agriculture, making them very vulnerable to world com-
modity prices.

In such a context, it is very worrisome to see the World Trade
Organization (WTO) engaged in a headlong rush to agricultural market
liberalization. Pascal Lamy is making every effort to conclude the Doha
Round in 2011. It seems that a belief that the market can solve every-
thing is stronger than the red lights set off by the recent crises.

This same dogmatism inspires the attacks on supply management in
Canada. Recently some commentators wrote that it threatened the final-
ization of a free trade agreement with Europe and criticized the
Government for its support for our model. That’s ridiculous!

In the past five years, Canada has imported $1.1 billion of cheese.
Europe now has over 62% of this market. Our exports are negligible by
comparison. Our market is already much more open than Europe’s. In
addition, the dairy crisis is forcing European producers to sell below
cost. Without the subsidies that allow them to accept these low prices,
their exports would not be competitive. Worst of all, these subsidies
are not on the negotiating table. Our dairy producers cannot compete
with the European treasury.

To attack the roots of the food crises, Mr. De Schutter recently pub-
lished eight recommendations. The first one is: “support the ability of
all countries to feed themselves.” This is what supply management does
in Canada, without subsidizing the producers, while generating approx-
imately 74,000 direct jobs. In all, we deliver $15.1 billion of net value
to the Canadian GDP and pay $3 billion in taxes to the three levels of
government. 

The Government of Canada and all the political parties are right to sup-
port our model. It is simply common sense. 

▲

Nearly one-quarter 
of producers registered 
in CQM program
The implementation of the Canadian Quality Milk (CQM) program on Quebec
farms is progressing well. As of February 7, 2011, 1,510 milk producers had
been registered with the CQM program, or 24% of producers. 

At the same date, more than 80% of producers had completed the first
steps of the program, namely, they had taken the required training, owned a
time and temperature recorder, and their standard operating procedures and
corrective action plans (SOP/CAP) had been approved. These producers are
now ready to receive a validator’s visit to their farm, if not already done. The
validator verifies whether or not the program has been applied effectively and,
if in compliance, issues a registration certificate valid for four years. All Quebec
farms are required to be registered with the CQM program by July 31, 2012.

Validator 
Lise-Anne Girard
ensures that
medication and
antibiotics have
been approved
by Health
Canada, have a
DIN number and
are properly
stored. 

The Milk Transportation
Agreement marks its 
20th anniversary 
The first Milk Transportation Agreement took effect on March 1, 1991, nearly
20 years ago. It took many years of negotiations to reach this agreement, which
was designed to streamline milk transportation in Quebec. Over the years, the
Fédération des producteurs de lait du Québec (FPLQ) and its transporter part-
ners have reduced the number of trucks on the road while decreasing dis-
tances travelled to pick up milk. Thanks to these changes, it was possible to
limit pick-up costs and to ensure a fair sharing of costs among producers. 

The provincial management of milk transportation and cost-sharing also
opened the door to the organization of pick-up routes for niche markets such
as organic milk, Omega-3 enriched milk, or milk from certain cow breeds for
the manufacturing of special cheeses. Last October, the FPLQ and the milk
carriers agreed to renew the Milk Transportation Agreement for three years,
from November 1, 2009 to October 31, 2012. 

The Festival of Quebec Cheeses
again featured at the Montreal
High Lights Festival
For the sixth consecutive year, the Fédération des producteurs de lait du
Québec presented the Festival of Quebec Cheeses, held as part of the
12th Montreal High Lights Festival. Twenty cheesemakers gathered for the event
in the Grande-Place of Complexe Desjardins in Montreal from Wednesday,
February 16 to Saturday, February 19, to answer visitors’ questions and to present
their products and regional specialties. Product tastings and cheese-based
cooking workshops were also part of the program. 

In addition, for a second year, four chefs will participate in the 
Toqués de fromages d’ici competition, featuring  a total of 16 culinary creations,
all concocted from local cheeses. These recipes will be submitted to over
400 guests at the “Presenting: Quebec Chefs and Cheeses” evening, which will
be held at the Queen Elizabeth Hotel on Saturday, February 26. The public will
determine which chef will walk away with the $5,000 grand prize. Bon appétit!

Europe gradually “liberalized” its dairy sector 
between 2003 and 2007 by abolishing its price 
support program and compensating producers 
by decoupled subsidies.

• Between 2005 and 2007, government spending 
for the dairy sector soared by 64%;

• In 2006, subsidies accounted for 40% of the gross
revenue of dairy farms;

• Between 2000 and 2007, the retail price of 
dairy products rose by 17% while the farmgate price
declined by 6%.

Source : European Court of Auditors. Special report No. 14/2009 – “Les instruments de 
gestion du marché du lait et des produits laitiers ont-ils atteint leurs principaux 
objectifs?”, Office des publications, 2009, 64 p.  

DID YOU KNOW…



A GLANCE AT …

Investments in advertising 
and promotion

We all remember dairy ads and their catch phrases linger in our minds …

Nearly 40 years ago, Quebec dairy producers started to invest in advertising

and promotion. They applied one of the provisions of the dairy Joint Plan,

which provides for the implementation of a levy for advertising and promo-

tion in order to develop markets. They have allocated and continue to allo-

cate large amounts for this purpose. 

The producers’ most visible initiatives are the television commercials for

milk, chocolate milk, cheese, cream and butter. They have contributed greatly

to the brand image of dairy products. Combined with other industry actions,

these commercials had a definite impact on the name recognition and

 development of dairy products. In the case of cheese, for example, com-

mercials, as well as dairy websites, like www.fromagesdici.com, which

many people use as a reference and, more recently, the mobile milk store,

which introduces cheesemakers and their products to consumers, have

made these products better known to the public. Cheese has gained impor-

tance in the diet of Quebecers. Over the past ten years, Quebec has seen a

clear increase in the number of dairy plants in the artisan cheesemaking

sector. In a 2010 survey conducted by Dietitians of Canada for Nutrition Month,

Quebecers spontaneously gave cheese first place in response to the ques-

tion: “What food produced in your region do you prefer?”

Dairy producers are also involved in many sponsorships focussing on the

family, health and good nutrition. The Fédération des producteurs de lait du

Québec (FPLQ) supports various events and activities throughout Quebec.

They can’t all be listed here, but some of them are province-wide. Just think

of the Montreal Bike Fest, the Montreal High Lights Festival or the hockey

tournaments that the FPLQ has sponsored for over ten years.

Furthermore, producers are involved in nutrition education. This role is

played across Canada by the organization representing all Canadian dairy

producers, Dairy Farmers of Canada (DFC).  

The focus of milk producers in their advertising and promotion activities,

several of which are carried out in collaboration and in partnership with

industry, is to promote dairy products and their various attributes. Thus, the

FPLQ, in various original ways, showcases the nutritional quality and good

taste of dairy products. The FPLQ is also one of the organizations with the

most advertising awards. One of its campaigns, the French songs campaign

with Adamo, is one of the ten most influential commercials in Quebec of the

last 40 years. It’s true that everyone remembers! 

For further information, please contact:

FÉDÉRATION DES PRODUCTEURS DE LAIT DU QUÉBEC
555, Roland-Therrien blvd., Office 415, Longueuil (Québec) J4H 4G3
Phone : 450 679-0530 
E-mail : fplq@upa.qc.ca 
Web Site : www.lait.org
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The Fortier-Provencher family,
Farm Family of the Year
On the occasion of the last General Congress of the Union des producteurs
agricoles, the family of Robert Fortier and Marie-Paule Provencher, of Saint-
Pierre-Baptiste, were awarded the Farm Family of the Year prize by the
Fondation de la famille terrienne. This tribute recognizes a family’s remark-
able contribution to the development and sustainability of Quebec agriculture. 

Marie-Paule and Robert had 15 children, who have all participated
in the farm work and with whom they share family values, such as commu-
nication and listening, mutual
aid and teamwork. Today, the
seven family farms extend over
789 hectares, have 9700 maple
taps, 360 beef cattle, 121 dairy
cattle and horses, in addition
to raising about 4300 hogs per
year. The five grandchildren, all
agriculture graduates, work on
the farms full time and act as
partners. 

THE FEDERATION 
SALUTES…FIGURING OUT 

THE FIGURES

Supply-managed commodities:
champions of young farmers
A study of young farmers published at the beginning of the year by the
Ministère de l’Agriculture, des Pêcheries et de l’Alimentation du Québec (MAPAQ)
shows that the supply-managed sectors – milk and poultry – are the top per-
formers in terms of farm business transfers. The study establishes that, of
farms projected for sale (as of 2007) in these two sectors in the next five
years, 67% had an identified successor, compared to 55% for beef cattle and
51% for cereals. The good results for supply-managed commodities are
explained by the possibility this model offers young farmers to become
 established in agriculture and obtain all of their income from the marketplace,
without subsidies to counter the volatility of farmgate prices. 

In Quebec, dairy producers implemented a young farmers’ assistance
program which has benefited over 4,500 young people since 1987. Then, in
2006, they introduced the dairy farm startup assistance program. Four years
later, this program was improved and extended to all the provinces of the All-
Milk Pooling Agreement (P5) – Quebec, Ontario, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia
and Prince Edward Island. That same year, the number of loans increased from
10 to 12, and so did the quantity of loaned quota, which rose from 10 to 12 kilo-
grams of butterfat per day. Since the implementation of the program, 52 young
people have been able to restart a dairy farm in Quebec. 

Milk donations reaching 
5 million litre mark 
For the ninth consecutive year, the Fédération des producteurs de lait du Québec
has invited producers to be generous and to participate in the Quebec dairy
industry’s milk and dairy products donation program. Many producers answered
the call. For 2011, they committed close to 822,000 litres of milk to help people
in need, a record since the program has been in place. 

The carriers deliver the donated milk free of charge to processors who
process it, also free of charge, into dairy products. These products are then
distributed to society’s underprivileged with the help of Banques alimentaires
Québec. For 2010, producers offered 609,000 litres of milk throughout the
year, in addition to 43,000 litres during the Christmas period, to organizations
who also work with society’s underprivileged, including Jeunesse au Soleil.

Since 2003, the milk donation program has made it possible to dis-
tribute close to 4.5 million litres of milk to help people in need. Based on pro-
ducers’ commitments, the 5 million litre mark will be reached in 2011. 

90 million 
This is the amount Canadian milk producers invest every
year in advertising and promotion. 

Robert Fortier (in the centre) and Marie-Paule
Provencher receive the Farm Family of the Year
award, accompanied by Christian Lacasse, President
of the Union des producteurs agricoles. 
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