
E D I T O R I A L

Quebec has a very real defi cit in its dairy processing capacity. In fact, we 

have reached a stage where the current state of affairs is quite simply no 

longer acceptable, because market changes are only making the problem 

worse.

We must add more capacity if we want to be sure that the market can 

grow. To sustain market growth and keep in step with consumer choices, 

we need development programs that will encourage the investment required 

to increase dairy processing capacities in Quebec, especially capacities that 

increase the value of solids non-fat (SNF) structural surpluses. Globally, 

demand for butterfat is stronger than demand for SNF, which means that the 

industry is grappling with surpluses not required in the Canadian market. The 

quantity of SNF is increasing and will continue to do so, especially because 

consumers are choosing more and more fat-rich foods, like butter and cream, 

and less and less fl uid milk. The trade conditions under the Canada–United 

States–Mexico Agreement have also exacerbated the problem because there 

is a cap on exports of skim milk powder and milk protein concentrates, which 

limits our opportunities for SNF. This issue is now so critical that it is creating 

a serious obstacle to the sustainable development of our sector.

There are risks that come with limited processing capacities, and we saw 

a very real example last summer in the labour dispute at a high-volume plant. 

When Quebecers saw the images of milk being disposed of, they became 

aware of the limited processing capacities in Quebec and Eastern Canada 

and how this can unfortunately lead to food waste.

 Supply management is our model. Every day, we work hard to produce 

high-quality milk. This product is the fruit of our daily labour, which begins 

over 24 months before the fi rst litres of milk are produced by a cow. Production 

in Quebec is planned several months in advance to ensure that the plants are 

supplied so that they can meet consumer demand as accurately as possible.

 Processing plants generally work at maximum capacity. As soon as 

an unforeseen event occurs in the processing sector, such as a strike, a 

breakdown or unplanned maintenance in a plant, considerable efforts have 

to be made to fi nd takers for the milk. All solutions are then considered: 

We ask for assistance from other plants in Quebec and Eastern Canada, 

from the Maritimes to Ontario. When possible, we make donations to food 

banks. Finally, when there are no other options, we have to dispose of the 

by-products from dairy processing to make sure that as much fat as possible 

can be processed in the market. Unfortunately, exceptional situations like the 

one this summer sometimes leave us no choice but to dispose of whole milk. 

NOVEMBER 2022  LE PRODUCTEUR DE LAIT QUÉBÉCOIS  1

Keep Feeding Our World

On October 3, Quebecers

 made it abundantly 

clear that they wanted

 to give Francois Legault’s 

government another 

term. Now his 

government must meet

their expectations. 

As far as dairy

 producers are 

concerned, one of this

 government’s, and also

 Canada’s, priorities 

needs to be supporting

 the dairy industry by 

increasing processing

 capacities in Quebec.
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We do this only when there are no other solutions and, as producers, we have to absorb 

this lost revenue collectively. There is no program to cover these losses, which can amount 

to several millions of dollars.

Clearly, this situation is unacceptable in every way. To keep this type of situation from 

recurring, we must act collectively with all stakeholders in the sector, including the Quebec 

government, which must also play a critical role. The government needs to develop legislative 

tools to keep plants processing at minimum capacity during labour disputes. Due to the very 

nature of animal farming, certain operations should be considered essential and maintained 

at a minimum level at all times to avoid food waste.

Quebec’s precarious dairy processing capacities leave our industry vulnerable. We may 

also be affected by other crises or labour disputes that could cause food waste. We have 

no margin for error. The Quebec and Canadian governments must invest in protecting our 

revenue and preventing product waste. These requests were passed along to the political 

parties during the electoral campaign in Quebec, and we will see if something is done about 

them. It is simple; the government must look ahead and give the industry the tools it needs 

right now to face potential crises, but also to ensure optimal growth management in the 

future. Quebec is a leader in many Canadian dairy processing sectors, including yogurt, 

cheese and organic milk production. We need to save our strength here so that we can 

continue to innovate and feed the world.

DANIEL GOBEIL
Chairman

The Quebec and Canadian governments must invest in 
protecting our revenue and preventing product waste. 
These requests were passed along to the political 
parties during the electoral campaign in Quebec, and 
we will see if something is done about them.
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L A C TA N E T

By JEAN-PHILIPPE LAROCHE, Agr., M. Sc., 
Dairy Production Expert – Nutrition and 
Forage, Lactanet

Mycotoxins in silage can cause dairy farms considerable 

monetary losses. Higher veterinary costs, lower productivity, 

reproduction problems, exorbitantly priced additives to 

reduce the negative impacts on cows… Is there a way 

to prevent these problems from arising in the fi rst place?

We may not be able to control 
some risk factors, such as weather 
conditions, but we can use a number 
of prevention strategies to reduce 
mycotoxin problems. To succeed, we 
must follow best practices at every 
step of the silage production process, 
since silage can be contaminated by 
mycotoxins before, during and after 
the harvest.

IN THE FIELD
Crop rotation is one of the most 

important factors that we can control 
to prevent mycotoxin problems. When 
the previous crop is sensitive to the 
same diseases and pests as the next 
crop, there is a much higher risk of 
contamination. It is therefore very 
important to make sure that you break 
the cycle of disease and pests by 
changing the rotation. If this is not 
possible, you must at least bury the 
residue by plowing to lower the risk 
of contamination.

You must also use cultivars or 
hybrids that are adapted to local 
conditions and resistant to fungal 
infections if you want to prevent 
mycotoxin problems. In the case of 
corn, hybrids with tight ears and spikes 

of 10 cm (4 inches) and use clean 
working methods.

In the case of corn, it has been 
shown that harvesting too late can 
increase the quantity of mycotoxins. 
That is why it is important to choose 
a hybrid that will not be harvested 
too late for the region. Obviously, you 
must avoid contamination through the 
soil by using clean working methods.

In both cases, you must also 
make sure that you reduce the time 
between harvest and storage so that 
you give mold the least amount of time 
possible to take advantage of the ideal 
conditions in unfermented forage.

DURING STORAGE AND 
RECOVERY
Even in the storage phase, silage 

may already be contaminated to some 
degree by the mold that produces 
mycotoxins. However, when effective 

have a lower risk of being affected. 
Other prevention strategies in the fi eld 
include using suffi cient fertilizer and 
carefully managing weeds and pests.

DURING THE HARVEST
Soil can be a major source of the 

mold that produces mycotoxins in 
silage. To reduce contamination, it is 
therefore better to harvest at a height 

Mycotoxins 
in Silage: 
Better Safe 
than Sorry

ARE FUNGICIDES USEFUL OR NOT IN CORN SILAGE?
This question comes up often: Is using a fungicide a good idea for corn 
crops? We are fortunate enough to be able base our answer on several 
independent trials carried out in Quebec, Ontario and elsewhere.
As a general rule, using fungicides to improve the yield or the nutritional 
value of corn will in all probability not be profi table, whether they are 
used on grain corn or forage corn.
As far as their effect on mycotoxin levels is concerned, fungicides can 
mitigate the problem in some cases, but their effi cacy varies enormously 
depending on a number of factors. For that reason, this is not a viable or 
reliable strategy to lower mycotoxin levels.
Conclusion? Using a fungicide may be warranted, but only in a situation 
where there is a high risk of disease. The timing and the quality of the 
product are decisive factors in increasing its chances of success.
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prevention efforts are made in the 
field and during the harvest, the 
contamination levels will be low. Still, 
in less than optimal storage conditions, 
mold will be able to multiply and keep 
producing mycotoxins.

The main consideration here is that 
mold absolutely needs oxygen to grow. 
This means that you must remove 
oxygen from the silage as quickly 
as possible and maintain anaerobic 
conditions throughout the storage 
period. Dry matter at harvest, the 
length of the cut, the density, and the 
airtightness of the silo are all crucial 
factors that must be checked.

The other strategy to prevent the 
spread of mold is to quickly decrease 
the pH. This means maximizing the 
sugar content to provide the fuel 
required for good bacteria to produce 
lactic acid. In the case of grass silage, 
you can also use an inoculant, such as 
a homofermenter or a combo, to reduce 
the pH even faster.

Finally, silage must be recovered 
using best practices to prevent mold 
from developing during this step. Check 
the recovery rate and silo facing, and 
consider using an appropriate additive if 
your silage has a tendency to heat up. ■
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L A C TA N E T

Quota prices in Canadian provinces   AUGUST 2022

Fixed Price: $24,000.00

Number kg of BF/day
Offers to sell  

Total 50 403.33
Eligible for allocation 50 403.33
Successful 50 403.33

Reserve  
Quantity purchased (-) / sold (+)  -0.88

Offers to buy  
Total 1,642 19,526.26
Eligible for allocation 1,642 19,526.26
Successful 1,642 402.45

Participation on a prorata basis in any unprocessed offer to purchase 
equal to or higher than 0.63 kg of BF/day.
After the sale, the balance of quantities available for regional priority 
purchases is 0 kg of BF/day for the Gaspésie-Les Îles region and  
0.01 kg of BF/day for the Abitibi-Témiscamingue region.  

  

SEPTEMBER 2022

Centralized Quota Sales 
System (SCVQ)   

ALLOCATION OF OFFERS TO SELL AND TO PURCHASE PER PRICE STRATUM

  SALES    PURCHASES

      Price offered    
 Number kg of BF/day Cumulation $/kg of BF/day Number kg of BF/day Cumulation

     < 24,000.00   
 50 403.33 403.33 24,000.00 ceiling price 1,642 19,526.26 19,526.26

PR
IO

RI
TY

 $/kg of BF/day $/kg of BF/day $/kg of BF/day

Nova Scotia 24,000 ceiling Quebec 24,000 ceiling Alberta 44,500

Prince Edward Island 24,000 ceiling Ontario 24,000 ceiling Saskatchewan 41,050

New Brunswick 24,000 ceiling Manitoba NA British Columbia 36,500
  

ALLOCATION TO BUYERS AND SELLERS     

Buyers Number kg of BF/day %
Startup Assistance Program 2 25.00 6.2
Holding of less than 12 kg of BF/day 0 0.00 0.0
Reimbursement of startup loans 15 1.50 0.4
Regional priority 0 0.00 0.0
Iteration (0.12 kg of BF/day) 1,639 196.42 48.8
Prorata (0.93%) 1,617 179.53 44.6

2.06% of the offers have been processed  402.45 100.0
     

Sellers Number kg of BF/day %
Seller who stopped producing 1 or more month ago 0 0.00 0.0
Offers partially processed in the previous month 0 0.00 0.0
Offers in the current month 50 403.33 100.0

100.00% of the offers have been processed 50 403.33 100.0

A FEW RECOMMENDATIONS
IN THE FIELD

 Practice proper crop rotation, and if impossible, bury the 
residue by plowing

 Use cultivars/hybrids that are adapted to local conditions 
and resistant to fungal infections

 Fertilize suffi ciently
 Carefully manage weeds and pests

DURING THE HARVEST

 Limit silage contamination through the soil
 Avoid harvesting corn silage too late
 Reduce the time between harvest and storage

DURING STORAGE AND RECOVERY

 Quickly remove the oxygen and maintain anaerobic 
conditions

 Rapidly lower the pH
 Prevent the silage from heating up during recovery
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